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     CALENDAR 

 
November 
 

29th   5/6 Surf Excursion 
 
December 
 

2nd   Carols Night 
3rd    Prep Information Night 7pm -  8pm 
4th    Final Prep Transition 9.30am-10.45am 
13th  Prep Celebration Day 
16th  Grade 5/6 Rings Excursion 
17th  Grade 6 Graduation 
19th Grade 5/6 Cinema &Pizza 
20th  Last Day of Term 1.30pm Finish 
         Final Assembly 1.00pm 
 
2020 
 

January  
29th  Start Term 1 - 9am 
 
February 
10th  - 12th  Camp Weekaway 3/4 
 
March 
6th  Curriculum Day - (No Students  
                               required at school.) 
9th  Labor Day  
11th  Preps Start Fulltime. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
             

    
    
 Purpose:  We believe in a safe and stimulating learning environment  
    that grows the minds and character unique to each child. 
             
           Our Priority Virtues:  Commitment, Empathy , Respect. 
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2021 Grade 6  
 

 
 
 
 
 
We will be having a school tour for Grade 5 students 
on Thursday 12th December.  This tour will start at 
9.15 am and includes morning tea afterwards. 
 

Week ending 8th November 
Prep G  Lucas B  

Prep R  Tyler P 

Prep W  Reggie T 

1/2 C   

1/2 F   

1/2 H  Emma L 

1/2 R  Dean B 

3/4 F   
3/4 M  Blake K 
3/4 P   

3/4 S  Ruby R 

5/6 R  Charlie H          Ryekan J 

5/6 R  Alannah M        Jess M 

   

Week ending 15th November 
Prep G  Lily R 

Prep R  Kaelan P     Bryton B 

Prep W  Ella G    Silas K 

1/2 C  Adam F 

1/2 F  Tahlia H       Thomas D 

1/2 H  Cooper H 

1/2 R  Harper L       Ben S 

3/4 F  Marli T    
3/4 M  Lily H            Tegan M     

3/4 P   

3/4 S  Ryder B 

5/6 D   
5/6 F  Alannah M        Jess M 

5/6 R   
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From the Principal 
 

Staffing 
We will have 14 classes next year:- 
 

Prep SW   Mrs Sharnie Wake 

Prep CW   Miss Caitlin Whiting 
1/2 F  Mrs Siobhan Francis 
1/2 P   Mrs Selena Poulter 
1/2 G   Mrs Nicole Gallacher 
1/2 D   Miss Caitlin Dooley 
1/2 F   Miss Anna Forde 
3/4 R   Mrs Sharon Ray 
3/4 H   Miss Maddie Holmes 
3/4 S   Mr David Singleton 
3/4 M   Miss Natalie Miller 
5/6 R  Mrs Liesl Rosewall 
5/6 C   Mr Mark Coulston 
5/6 M   Mrs Samantha Mayen 
 

Auslan   Mrs Sue Martin 
Music   Mrs Katrina Dirksen 
P/E Mrs   Mrs Natasha Maddison 
Art Mrs   Mrs Sonie Attwood 
 
 
Rooms have not yet been decided. 
As you will notice Ms Lynn Francis is not in the mix.  She is resigning from her ongoing position at 
Chirnside Park PS.  However fortunately we will not be losing her totally as she will be doing some 
CRT work at the school and will substitute for teachers who may be away. 
Mr James and Mr Holland will also not be here next year. 
 
We will be starting to allocate students to classes next Tuesday.  As you can imagine this is a time  
consuming process and a lot of thought goes into deciding which children to place where.  A range of 
criteria is considered including temperament, personality, behaviour, social and emotional issues as 
well as academic ability and learning disposition.   
 
Although students have been asked to put in a preference list, experience has shown us that they often 
do not choose the most suitable children to help them progress with their learning.  Therefore, this year 
there is no guarantee that students will have one of the children on their list in their class.  I ask that you 
trust us and leave it to teacher’s discretion as to the placement of your child.  Unless there are  
extenuating circumstances, parent requests may not be considered. 
 

 

 

 

Jan Marinakos 
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Every Day Counts so, It's Not OK to Be Away  

Regular attendance at school is very important for your child's learning and social development. Very good 
attendance is 95% and above. 

Of course, sometimes children are sick and need to stay home to get well - and that's OK! But other than 
that, children need to be at school as much as possible to ensure the BEST opportunity for learning. 

The Department of Education is very concerned about the increasing number of absences that are being 
seen in all schools. 

As a school we are also concerned that some children have a large number of absences and are struggling 
to keep up with school work. 

To better inform you about this issue I have included some statistics and an interesting article written by 
Michael Grose on this topic 
It is important for us as a school to work together with you as a family to encourage better attendance. We 
will be working with the students to positively encourage children and to stress the importance of being at 
school every day. 

I ask that you read the following and encourage you to work with us in reinforcing that it is not Ok to be 
away!! 
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The following is an article written by Michael Grose on this topic 
I encourage you to read it.   
 
When kids miss school, not only is their academic progress impeded, forcing them to catch up on 
missed work (which some never do), they often miss important interactions with their peers which 
can compound issues of social isolation and low self-esteem. 
 
One of the most important things you can do to ensure your child has a bright future is to make sure he or she goes 
to school every day—and gets there on time. 
It sounds simple, but it’s true. The correlation between school attendance and children’s achievement levels is  
well-established. The more time kids spend at school, the more likely they are to experience school success. 
Conversely, according to a report from the Victorian Auditor General, students who are regularly absent from school 
are at the greatest risk of dropping out of school early, and of experiencing long-term unemployment. 
When kids miss school, not only is their academic progress impeded, forcing them to catch up on missed work 
(which some never do), they often miss important interactions with their peers which can compound issues of social 
isolation and low self-esteem. Also, many teachers tell me, it’s often the kids who can least afford to take time off 
school who are most likely to be serial absentees 
 
Of course, most people know this intuitively, yet school absenteeism is a huge problem in Australian schools—and 
much of it is parent-condoned. 
It’s hard to get an accurate picture across the country but it would appear that Australian students miss an average of 
between 12 and 15 days per school year, with parent-condoned absenteeism highest among young primary-aged 
children. 
That adds up to a year’s lost schooling over the school-life of a child. 
In today’s highly competitive world, this rate of absenteeism is alarming, putting our kids at a distinct disadvantage. 
 
That’s not a reason to be away! 
It’s now commonplace for children to stay away from school for reasons that would have been unheard of just  
twenty years ago. These include staying away to celebrate their own or a sibling’s birthday; being absent because 
they stayed up too late watching television; going shopping for clothes; an extended long weekend; and kids not 
wanting to take part in a sports day or special school event. 
This type of absenteeism sends a strong message to kids that parents don’t really value learning or their children’s 
school experiences. 
Australian kids only spend 15% of their total time at school. They spend more time asleep than they do at school. 
So we need to maximise every day to get full value. That means turning up to school every day, on time. 
 
Being late is not okay either 
Missing a few minutes each day may not seem like a big deal but your child may be missing more than you realise if 
he or she is continually late. 
Current research shows that mornings for most children are the most productive time of the day, with 10.00am the 
peak period for productivity. When children arrive late and take time to settle as they inevitably do, valuable 
learning time is lost. 
 
It takes strong parenting... 
As a parent myself I know how persuasive children of all ages can be when it comes to taking a day off school. It 
takes a strong will to resist the persistent pressure that kids can bring to bear, particularly if they play the guilt card 
with comments such as “It’s not fair that I have to go school today because Aunty is coming to visit!” 
Nice try. But the answer should be “No!”. 
As parents we need to make a commitment that our kids make the most of their  precious time at school. That means 
that we send them to school every day, on time and ready to make the most of the school day. 
Of course, there will be times, such as illness or genuinely extenuating family circumstances, when kids should 
be away. But these need to be a rarity rather than the norm. 
It’s reassuring to know that you increase their chances of future success just by making sure they turn up to 
school every day. And of course regular school attendance also helps kids prepare for the workforce, where 
it will be expected that they turn up each day work-ready. The real world is unforgiving of those 
who stay away with NO EXCUSE. 
by Michael Grose - No. 1 parenting educator 
2012 Michael Grose 
Michael 
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Around our Grades  
 
 
 
 
 

The Grade 1/2 students enjoyed an exciting trip to Como House as part of their integrated topic about 
‘Past and Present’. They had fun playing olden day games, exploring the grounds during a Mystery 
Trail, touring through the Mansion and working as servants. The students learnt a lot about how people 
lived during the past and were fascinated by how much things have changed. Overall, it was an exciting 
and fabulous experience for them.  
Thank you also to all of the parent helpers who came along on the day.  
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Assembly Roster 
Term 4, 2019 

 
Classes presenting on the following dates 

 
 

Friday 22nd November - 5/6 
 

Friday 29th November - Prep 
 

Friday 6th December - 1/2 
 

Friday 13th December - 3/4 
 

Friday 20th December - Final Assembly Award 
 
 

 

Parents & Friends Update 
 

 What a great community event was had by all who attended the Color Run on Friday night. Not only 
did we raise over $1000 for the school , but so many of our parents got to meet other school families 
and form new friendships. 
 

A big thank you to both Krystal and Tamsin and all the volunteers who made the night a wonderful 
success. 
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CHIRNSIDE PARK    &   MOOROOLBARK  
Please remember for every purchase you 
make at Bakers Delight Chirnside Park and 
Mooroolbark the school receives 5% of all 
sales. 

Please support these local businesses.  With every sale made our school receives a percentage of 
that sale to purchase equipment for our students to enjoy. 

 


