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Purpose: We believe in a safe and stimulating lear ning envir onment
that grows the minds and character unique to each child.
Our Priority Virtues: Commitment, Compassion , Excellence.

CALENDAR

THE GRADE 1’S AND 2’S WORKING REALLY
HARD IN MATHS

March
2
5/6 sports playing at Kilsyth
Assembly 2.30pm - Tony Smith
3
4
9
10
12
19
21
23
29

presenting Leadership badges

Yarra division swimming Aquanation
No school for Prep students
Parent Helpers Course
5/6 sports playing at Home
5/6 sports playing Oxley
Region swimming - Aquanation
Labour Day public holiday
Family Fun Night
House Cross Country 9-11am
5/6 sports - BYE
End of Term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal

April
16 Term 2 begins
23 2019 Preps Information Night 7pm
25 ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY
30 3/4 Camp Weekaway starts
May
1
1-8
2
9

3/4 Camp Weekaway
Somers Camp (selected students)
3/4 Camp Weekaway return
AFL Girls Gala Day

SCHOOL BANKING

Banking is back in full swing for 2018 with 8
new rewards for students to earn. Everyone
should have their parent packs for this year.
If you have not received one you can pick
one up from the office.
Just a reminder that our banking day is
Tuesday. Last year we raised $438.42 for
our school.
It is never too late to start banking all you
need is a Youth Saver Account and you are
ready to go.

Prep H….... Ryan D & Jai G
Prep R …... Rhylee H,& Harper S
Prep W … .. Mia M & Adam F
1/2J ……… Blake J & Lily H
1/2K ........... Emily H & Bailey D
1/2R ………Sam L
3/4C .. ........ Summer T & ZakT
3/4M . ........ Luke L
3/4F .......... Ryekan J & Ryder B
5/6F ……… Jairus G, Lachy W & Sienna t
5/6K …… ... Josh P & Kennedy M
5/6R ……... Jemima M & Elecktra B
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From the Principal
This year is a very important one for the school as we are due to have our school review, an event that happens
once every 4 years.
There is always a lot to do in preparation but the most important thing for us to complete is a self-evaluation.
This will involve surveys for staff, students and parents to give us feedback on a range of issues. We will also
be analysing our data, in depth, to glean insights on what we are doing well and what our next focus of work will
be. Another big job is to ensure we are compliant with all the VRQA regulations. Our policies, processes and
curriculum will all be audited and checked.
Our actual review will happen in Term 3 between August and September. An external reviewer will spend 3
days in the school talking to students, teachers and parents. They will delve down into the operations of the
school, looking for areas of strength as well as looking at any areas for improvements. This should be a very
positive experience as, at Chirnside we are always looking to improve.
Curriculum Day
Last week we had our first curriculum day for 2018. As we have had in the past our external consultant came
out to the school to work with teachers to up level their work. This time we were looking at Writing and learning
new ways to conference with students about setting their own goals. We learnt new ways to extend their
vocabulary and how to make their writing less disjointed by using the right connectives.
Maths Focus
Our results have shown that we need to find other ways to engage students in their Maths learning. To this end
we are investing in a yearlong PD course for 3 of our staff. They will attend Bastow, the Department’s centre
for professional learning, in the city, for several days throughout the year. This week Mrs Wadsworth, Mrs
Femino and Miss King will attended on Monday and Tuesday for the introduction to their course. The course
will involve research, lectures and an action based research project which taps into individual challenges we are
having at our school.
Student Absences
As I mentioned at the Parent Information Sessions the Department has changed the regulations with regards to
notification of absences.
The new requirement is for all student absences or late arrivals to be reported by 9.30am on the day of absence
(or lateness). This can be done by phone call, in per son, by FlexiBuzz or by email.
If we have not received notification of a child’s absence we must contact the family to ensure they are aware of
the absence. To assist the office could I please ask that you support us by getting into the habit of either prior
notification (if known) or notification on the day.

Jan Marinakos

One of our ex-students has achieved
a leadership role with Mooroolbark
College. Brooke Bellinger – Yellow
House Middle School Captain

Library News
Hi, Asher and Ella here, your new library Leaders. This week we
are here to inform you that CPPS is revamping the library. We
will be getting new shelving and adding a little bit of vibrancy to
our outdated library, We are excited to see this space transform.
We would like to thank Mrs Marinakos and Mrs Wadsworth for
including us in this key role in the school.

66 Kimberley Drive, Chirnside Park 3116

chirnside.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

- www.chirnsideparkps.vic.edu.au

2

Physical Education
House Cross Country – Wednesday 21st March.
The 2018 House cross Country will be held on Wednesday 21st March. All students will take part in age and
gender graded cross country races between 9:10am – 10:45am at Kimberley Reserve next to the school. A notice
will come home next week regarding the event and what House students will be in for 2018.
What’s in a healthy lunchbox?
In order for children to grow up strong, fit and healthy it’s vital that they receive
adequate nutrition through the foods they eat at home and at school. A healthy, low sugar lunchbox will enable
them to concentrate in class longer, feel less tired and lethargic and will give them plenty of energy to last the
day, rather than short burst of intense energy followed by a rapid crash that processed foods high in sugar
contain.
Aim to have just one ‘treat/junky’ item in the lunchbox. This might be a mini chocolate bar, roll-up, muesli bar
etc, and the rest should be fresh healthy fruits, veggie sticks, nuts and popcorn. These are healthy natural snacks,
much better for growing bodies than lunchboxes full or wrappers and sweets. One naughty thing is fine!
Great lunchbox – Salad sandwich, banana, apple, berries, popcorn.
Good lunchbox – Salad sandwich, banana, apple, mini chocolate bar.
Inadequate lunchbox – Nutella sandwich, chocolate bar, roll-up, muesli bar, chips.
Some items that are advertised as healthy and natural are actually far from it. A muesli bar often contains more
sugar and calories that a chocolate bar, as does a breakfast of coco-pops or a Nutella sandwich.
Remember… Aim for natural foods that don’t require a wrapper and children will flourish. Quality,
fresh, natural food is by far the best medicine!
Hot Weather and Sport
With the hotter months still upon us I thought I would remind everyone about safe sport during the heat.
As a high level runner I have to be very careful about training in weather above 25deg Celsius or when the
humidity is high. In this weather you may start your activity feeling fine, but it soon takes its toll and you can
feel very rough very quickly.
Important things to remember:
-Training earlier in the morning is best, avoid mid-day sun exposure between 11am – 5pm.
- Stay hydrated well before, during and after your activity. Ensure before you start that you have had plenty of
water to avoid dehydration later, that can very quickly occur.
- Take frequent breaks for drinks, shade and splashing water over yourself.
- Always wear sunscreen, a hat and light coloured clothing. Don’t go outside on a sunny day without them.
- Icy poles and sports drinks contain more sugar than most soft drinks. A sports drink is only necessary in the
case of a very long and tiring physical activity session on a hot day when your body has lost a lot of fluid as
sweat, and or when dehydration has set in. Otherwise avoid them due to the high sugar content.
-- BE VERY CAREFUL OUTSIDE DURING THE WARMER MONTHS --

FLEXIBUZZ NOTIFICATIONS

Have you registered with FlexiBuzz yet? If not instructions on how to download the free app and register with
your child’s grade are at the office. We hope that all parents will register so they can stay in touch with
everything that happens within our school community. This is an important part of the communication process
with our families to keep you informed. This is also where you can submit your child’s absences which need to
be submitted by 9.30am on the day of your child’s absence.
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The Grade 5-6 students have been enjoying a range of activities that STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts, Maths) offers them during Positive Rewards. This week one group took apart a broken
printer with a range of tools and were fascinated by the circuit boards and wires inside it.
So many students wanted to do this activity so if anyone has any broken equipment that they can dismantle we
will gladly take them off your hands. Thanks so much.
Another activity was a science experiment to create lava lamps, the students that took part in this activity also
had a great time, a good learning experience and got to take their lava lamps home.

In gifted insights last week, group A experimented on how the sun’s rays reflect through a convex lense onto a
leaf and burns it. A convex lense is a lense that curves outwards which sends light inwards in a cone shape to
the focal point.
We also have a concave lense. A concave lense is a lense that curves inwards which sends light outwards like
a torch. There is no focal point.
We went outside when the suns rays were strong enough to burn leaves and bark, so if you smelt smoke last
week this is the reason. We had to focus the rays to the focal point.
Mia and Madi
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Primary School

2018 Term 1
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